ST R

Home inspectors develop
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The home inspection industry in Canada
hopes to have a national code of occupa-
tional standards and a certification pro-
gram for inspectors within the next two
to three years.

Some provincial associations such as the
Ontario Association of Home Inspectors
(OAHI) offer certification designations
and extensive training programs, but so
. far there is no standard across the coun-
try. There are also a number of private
inspection associations and organizations
across the country, each with different
inspection standards and levels of quali-
fication.

The Canadian Association of Home and
Property Inspectors (CAHPI) is the driv-
ing force behind this national initiative
along with support from CMHC and
Human Resources Development Canada.
CAHPI hopes a national certification
program will elevate the level of profes-
sionalism in the home inspection indus-
try especially in the eyes of consumers
and lead to regulation of the industry.

Along with minimum standards to
become a certified home inspector, the
association is also developing a code of
ethics and standards of performance for
training home inspectors.
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National standards for all home inspectors
in Canada are coming within the next few
years. In the meantime, the following
questions can help your buyers or sellers
to select a “qualified” private home

mspector:

e How long have they been working as
home inspectors?

¢ What qualifications, training and
education do they have?

¢ Do they belong to an industry
association?

¢ Can they provide references?
® What does the inspection include?
o Is the inspection strictly visual?

o Can the client accompany the inspector
during the inspection?

® Are there re-inspections if necessary,
to inspect repairs?

@ Do they also do renovation work?

¢ Are they working on behalf of a real
estate professional?

o Will a written repbrt be provided and
when?

e Will they identify current problems as
well as those that are imminent?

@ Do they have errors and omissions
insurance?

e Do they have any disclaimers or
limitations as part of their contract?
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